
Patent Research
Online Learner Empowerment  



The challenge
Patent research is a complex and time-consuming 
task, but is a critical aspect of the innovation process 

Engineering instructors can’t spare valuable class 
time to explain the process 

The work of training and supporting students in 
patent research often falls to librarians 

So how can CIT help?



An asychronous solution
We can leverage our librarian’s knowledge and 
experience by creating an online instructional module 
that allow learners to access the resources they need 
when they need it. 

Flexible 

Scalable 

Durable



Example: Introducing the 
process

Understanding patents and the patent process 





Example: Using a tool

 Google Patents: Doing the actual research 





How well did we do?

We’ll evaluate user access and experience. Then we 
can discuss where this initial effort might lead. 



Questions


