
OPEN SOURCE BOOK DEVELOPMENT



OBJECTIVES
 1. write a course text 
 2. embed videos

 4. make it available online
 3. integrate quizzes



REQUIREMENTS
open source 

one-stop-shop

integrate code examples
easy to use





Pros Cons (for me)
easy to upload content as pdf currently limited support for 

interactive content (not iOS)
easy to access on any device no integrated website content
great distribution platform clunky updating process when 

pushing frequent changes to 
book



Pros Cons (for me)
great for interactive content layout is time consuming so 

better for finished product
good distribution platform requires Apple device to access

no integrated website content



Pros Cons (for me)
easy markdown format no interactive content
connect to Dropbox and push 
button publishing

not a great experience on 
mobile devices

publish to web, Kindle, iBooks limited styling
limited distribution network



Pros Cons (for me)
easy to embed video and other 
content through plugins

limited distribution network

publish to web, Kindle, iBooks not smooth process for reader 
using mobile devices

easy to update, version control



all the pros of Gitbook 
but a better fit with my R/Studio workflow



Creating a seamless experience 

Course Site eBook
Github Pages with Jekyll to 
create static site

RStudio IDE and markdown 
language 

Modified Jekyll template Default template 
Write content in easy-to-use 
markdown language

Embed Qualtrics quizzes and 
videos

Push to Github with custom 
domain

Push to Github to publish on 
course site









Automatic from Google sheet



 ONLINE BOOK
    can cross-publish to Kindle and iBooks, but just serving to website during development

Research 101 Qualitative and mixed
Searching the literature Observational designs
Critical appraisal Quasi-experimental
Cause and effect Experimental designs
Theory of change Planning a study
Measurement Dissemination
Sampling and power Policy impact
Quantitative methods



Updates appear automatically, 
no downloading



Embed videos and links



Embed Qualtrics quizzes



Easy to read on mobile web


